In re Patent Application No. 10/630,559 
Confirmation No.: 8636 
Inventor: Livio Ricciulli 

Remarks 

Reconsideration and allowance of this application are respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 55-72 are pending in this application. 

On the summary page of this Action the Examiner indicated that this is a 
non-final action. However, on page 9 of the Action it states that the action is final. 
The Examiner confirmed in a telephone call with the undersigned in May, 2009 
that this action is non final. 

The Information Disclosure Statements 

The Examiner has only considered the references on pages 9 to 17 of 

Applicant's Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed April 16, 2009. The 

Examiner is kindly requested to consider all of the references cited on that IDS. 

For the Examiner's convenience, a copy of pages 1 to 8 of the Forms 1449 of that 

IDS is included herewith. 

In addition, Applicant submits herewith another IDS. 

The Prior Art Rejections 

The Examiner rejected claims 55, 57-61, and 63-72 under § 103 as 
unpatentable over the following references Spiegel et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,649,108), Koyanagi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,187,658). Claims 56 and 62 were 
rejected under §103 over Spiegel, Koyanagi, and Kamm (U.S. Patent No. 
5,457,680). 

Applicant respectfully submits, however, that Koyanagi et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 7,187,658), which the Examiner relies on for all rejections, is not prior art to 
this application . This application has a priority date of June 18, 1999. Koyanagi 
has a filing date of February, 2001, and a foreign priority date of February, 2000. 
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In view of the above, withdrawal of these rejections under §103 is 
respectfully requested. 

Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully submits that this application is in condition for 
allowance and an early action to that effect is earnestly solicited. The Examiner is 
respectfully invited to telephone the undersigned to resolve any outstanding issues. 

CHARGE STATEMENT: Deposit Account No. 501 860, order no. 271 1-0012 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fee specifically authorized hereafter, or any missing 
or insufficient fee(s) filed, or asserted to be filed, or which should have been filed herewith or concerning any 
paper filed hereafter, and which may be required under Rules 16-18 (missing or insufficiencies only) now or 
hereafter relative to this application and the resulting Official Document under Rule 20, or credit any 
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